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Appendix 7 Definitions 

Selected terms used in the policies are defined as follows: 

Accretion means the gradual and imperceptible accumulation of sand, gravel, or similar material 

deposited by natural action of water on the shore. This may result from a deposit of such material upon 

the shore, or by a recession of the water from the shore. 

Agricultural land means land used for agricultural production, or used as part of a farm, or having the 

potential to be used for agricultural production. Agricultural lands include lands in agricultural districts, 

as created under Article 25-AA of the Agricultural and Markets Law; lands comprised of soils classified in 

soil groups 1, 2, 3, or 4 according to the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Land 

Classification System; or lands used in agricultural production, as defined in Article 25-AA of the 

Agriculture and Markets Law. 

Aquaculture means the farming of aquatic organisms, including fish, mollusks, crustaceans, and aquatic 

plants. Farming implies some form of intervention in the rearing process to enhance production, such as 

regular stocking, feeding, protection from predators, etc. Farming also implies ownership of the stock 

being cultured. 

Best management practices means methods, measures, or practices determined to be the most 

practical and effective in preventing or reducing the amount of pollutants generated by nonpoint 

sources to a level compatible with water quality standards established pursuant to section 17-0301 of 

the Environmental Conservation Law. Best management practices include, but are not limited to, 

structural and non-structural controls, and operation and maintenance procedures. Best management 

practices can be applied before, during, or after pollution-producing activities to reduce or eliminate the 

introduction of pollutants into receiving waters. 

Coastal Hazard Area means any coastal area included within an Erosion Hazard Area designated by the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation pursuant to the Coastal Erosion Hazard 

Areas Act of 1981 (Article 34 of the Environmental Conservation Law), and any coastal area included 

within a V-zone as designated on Flood Insurance Rate Maps prepared by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency pursuant to the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-448) and the Flood 

Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234). 

Development, other than existing development, means any construction or other activity which 

materially changes the use, intensity of use, or appearance of land or a structure including any activity 

which may have a direct and significant impact on waters. Development shall not include ordinary 

repairs or maintenance or interior alterations to existing structures or traditional agricultural practices. 

The term shall include division of land into lots, parcels, or sites. 
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Historic resources means those structures, landscapes, districts, areas or sites, or underwater structures 

or artifacts which are listed or designated as follows: any historic resource in a Federal or State park 

established, solely or in part, in order to protect and preserve the resource; any resource on, nominated 

to be on, or determined eligible to be on the National or State Register of Historic Places; any cultural 

resource managed by the State Nature and Historic Preserve Trust or the State Natural Heritage Trust; 

any archaeological resource which is on the inventories of archaeological sites maintained by the 

Department of Education or the Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation; any resource 

which is a significant component of a Heritage Area; any locally designated historic or archaeological 

resources protected by a local law or ordinance. 

Native or indigenous stock means fish, shellfish, and crustaceans originating in and being produced, 

growing, living, or occurring naturally in the waters. 

Natural ecological community means a variable assemblage of interacting plant and animal populations 

that share a common environment. 

A natural protective feature means a near shore area, beach, bluf, primary dune, secondary dune, or 

wetland, and the vegetation thereon. 

A public trust land means those lands below navigable waters, with the upper boundary normally being 

the mean high water line, or otherwise determined by local custom and practice. Public trust lands, 

waters, and living resources are held in trust by the State or by the trustees of individual towns for the 

people to use for walking, fishing, commerce, navigation, and other recognized uses of public trust 

lands.  

A rare ecological community means ecological communities which, according to the State Natural 

Heritage Program, qualify for a Heritage State Rank of S1 or S2; and those which qualify for a Heritage 

State Rank of S3, S4 or S5; and an Element Occurrence Rank of A. (See Inventory for definitions of these 

ranks.)  

Traditional waterfront communities means communities which historically have contained 

concentrations of water-dependent businesses; possess a distinctive character; and serve as a focal 

points for commercial, recreational, and cultural activities within the region. 

Vulnerable fish and wildlife species means those listed in 6 NYCRR Part 182.5 as Endangered Species, 

Threatened Species, and Special Concern Species. 

Vulnerable plant species means those listed in 6 NYCRR Part 193.3 as Endangered Species, Threatened 

Species, Exploitable Vulnerable Species, and Rare Species. 

Water-dependent use means a business or other activity which can only be conducted in, on, over, or 

adjacent to a water body because such activity requires direct access to that water body, and which 

involves, as an integral part of such activity, the use of the water.  
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Water-enhanced use means a use or activity which does not require a location adjacent to coastal 

waters, but whose location on the waterfront adds to the public use and enjoyment of the water's edge. 

Water-enhanced uses are primarily recreational, cultural, retail, or entertainment uses. 

Waterfront Redevelopment Area means a waterfront area which is part of or near a business district 

and contains blighted or underutilized properties which are adequate in size to accommodate significant 

redevelopment of regional or statewide benefit. The following factors shall be considered in 

identification of waterfront redevelopment areas: (1) evidence of community commitment and 

initiative; (2) participation in the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program; (3) adequacy of local land and 

water use regulations; (4) adequacy of infrastructure; (4) opportunities for local and regional economic 

growth; and (5) opportunities for improved public access, environmental quality, and creation of local 

activity centers. 
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